Crystal Bridges’ exhibition back home 
after 2 years on road. — Arkansas, 1B 


Arkansas hasn’t been intimidated 
on recent trips to Baton Rouge. — Sports, 1C 
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In the news 


E Elmer Alvarez, a home- 
less man in New Haven, 
Conn., said he wanted to 
“do the right thing” when 
he found a $10,000 check 
and returned it within a few 
hours to a real estate agent 
who had dropped it along a 
neighborhood street. 


E Tom Hubic, an animal 
rescue league director in 
Berks County, Pa., said a 
declawed female African 
serval, which resembles a 
cheetah and is worth up 
to $30,000 and which was 
found running loose in 
Reading, likely was bought 
to breed with a domestic cat 
to create what’s called a Sa- 
vannah cat. 


i Scott Campbell, who re- 
ceived 90 votes to his oppo- 
nent’s 89 to win re-election 
to the North Pike School 
Board in Summit, Miss., in 
an election where only about 
15 percent of eligible voters 
cast ballots, said he’ll use his 
victory as a civics lesson to 
show that every vote counts. 


E Christopher Ryan, 
spokesman for the Massa- 
chusetts Maritime Academy 
in Buzzards Bay, said a stu- 
dent who wore a Nazi uni- 
form to a campus breakfast 
on Halloween is no longer a 
cadet at the school, adding 
that he didn’t know whether 
the student left voluntarily 
or was dismissed. 


E Russell Bernard, a Ten- 
nessee state trooper, saved 
the life of a bleeding driver 
whose neck was punctured 
by the antlers of a deer that 
crashed through her wind- 
shield when the animal was 
struck by another vehicle on 
a highway. 

E Jerry Mutsindikwa, a 
prosecutor in Zimbabwe, 
said four people who booed 
and sang “We hate what 
you're doing” as the coun- 
try’s first lady, Grace Mug- 
abe, spoke at a rally attended 
by President Robert Mugabe 
were arrested on charges of 
undermining the president’s 
authority. 


E Misty Spann, 26, of 
Duncan, Okla., whose 2016 
marriage to her biological 
mother, Patricia Spann, 44, 
was annulled in October on 
the grounds of fraud and 
illegality, pleaded guilty to 
incest and was sentenced to 
10 years probation. 

E Juan Bibriesca, 43, in 
court on accusations of vio- 
lating the terms of his bond 
on a drug charge, was rear- 
rested on a drug possession 
count after a square of folded 
paper containing cocaine fell 
from his hat when he took it 
off while standing in front of 
a judge in Eagle, Colo. 

E Myles Safyre, 48, of 
Milford, Conn., confused a 
Tuesday for Sunday and was 
arrested for breaching the 
peace when he confronted 
a construction worker with 
a knife and demanded he 
stop working because Safyre 
thought it was the Sabbath, 
police said. 


WEATHER 
LITTLE ROCK 
Today Mostly sunny. 
High 63, light 
variable winds. 
Tonight A 
slight chance 
of showers. 
Low 49. 
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The New York Times/TOM BRENNER 


Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell (right) confers 
with House Speaker Paul 
Ryan on Wednesday. McCon- 
nell said Friday that the Sen- 
ate tax overhaul plan carries 
no guarantee about who will 
or wont get a tax cut. 


Senator 
goes back 
on his tax 
assertion 


Middle-class rise 
now said possible 
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WASHINGTON — 
Mitch McConnell, the 
Senate majority leader, ac- 
knowledged Friday that the 
Republican tax plan might 
result in a tax increase for 
some working Americans 
under the Senate tax bill, 
saying he “misspoke” days 
earlier when he said that 
“nobody in the middle class 
is going to get a tax increase” 
under the Senate plan. 

“I misspoke on that,” 
McConnell, R-Ky., said in 
an interview Friday. “You 
can’t guarantee that ab- 
solutely no one sees a tax 
increase, but what we are 
doing is targeting levels of 
income and looking at the 
average in those levels, and 
the average will be tax relief 
for the average taxpayer in 
each of those segments.” 

The Senate bill unveiled 
Thursday would raise taxes 
on millions of middle-class 
families, according to a pre- 
liminary New York Times 
analysis. The plan would al- 
so disproportionately bene- 
fit high earners and corpo- 
rations. Still, middle-class 
earners would fare better 
under the Senate proposal 
than its counterpart in the 
House, the analysis found. 

The Senate Finance 
Committee’s bill would, on 
average, cut taxes for people 
at every income level. But, 
as McConnell alluded to in 
his remarks, those benefits 


See TAXES, Page 2A 


Trump touts 1-on-1 trade 


The New York Times/DOUG MILLS 
President Donald Trump speaks at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation conference Friday in Da- 
nang, Vietnam. He later said on the conference sidelines: “We are not going to let the United States 
be taken advantage of anymore?” 


Region pacts 
foul, he says, 
U.S. goes 1st 
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DANANG, Vietnam — 
President Donald Trump 
stood before a summit of 
Asian leaders keen on re- 
gional trade pacts and de- 
livered an “America first” 
message Friday, denouncing 
China for unfair trade prac- 
tices just a day after he had 
heaped praise on President 
Xi Jinping in 
Beijing. 

“We are 
not going to 
let the Unit- 
ed States be 
taken ad- 
vantage of 
anymore,” 
Trump told 
business ex- 
ecutives on 
the sidelines —————_ 
of the Asia-Pacific Econom- 
ic Cooperation conference. 
“T am always going to put 
America first, the same way 
that I expect all of you in 
this room to put your coun- 
tries first.” 


See TRADE, Page 5A 


TRUMP, PUTIN 
keep distance 
at summit. 
Page 6A. 


CHINA DEAL 
with Boeing 
seen as more 
for show than 
substance. 
Page 1D. 


School report finds ‘glaring inequities’ 


Sports complexes at 2 county schools unequal, says adviser in desegregation suit 


CYNTHIA HOWELL 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The newly constructed 
sports complexes at Mills 
High and Joe T. Robinson 
Middle schools in the Pu- 
laski County Special School 
District “are not equal,” 
and someone should have 
stepped in to correct the 
“glaring inequities.” 

Those are among the find- 


ings made by Margie Powell, 
an expert adviser to the fed- 
eral judge presiding in the 
long-running Pulaski County 
school desegregation lawsuit. 
Powell visited each of the 
sports complexes in mid-Sep- 
tember and again in late Oc- 
tober to prepare the report on 
the facilities that was request- 
ed from her by U.S. District 
Judge D. Price Marshall Jr. 


She also met with attor- 
neys for the parties in the 
lawsuit, and she conferred 
with the Pulaski County 
Special district’s previous 
superintendent, Jerry Guess, 
about the school construction 
work that Guess and his staff 
initiated before he was fired 
last summer in an unrelated 
dispute over the employment 
of attorneys. 


“Former district personnel 
have been quick to point out 
that the Mills and Robinson 
projects had different archi- 
tects, which is true, but dis- 
trict personnel approved the 
designs,” Powell said in the 
report to Marshall. “There 
is some debate on when and 
how changes in designs were 
made and by whom. Never- 

See SCHOOLS, Page 7A 
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AP/Lebanese Government/DALATI NOHRA 


Lebanese President Michel Aoun (left) meets Friday with Walid al- 
Bukhari, Saudi charge d’affaires in Lebanon, at the Presidential Pal- 
ace near Beirut. Aoun called for the Saudis to release Lebanese Prime 
Minister Saad Hariri, saying the way he resigned “was unacceptable.” 


A SOLDIER REMEMBERED 


Vietnam took him at 20 years 


‘Life just stops at tha 


SANDRA WYMAN TYLER 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

GREENLAND — From 
time to time, Dorothy Led- 
better wonders what her son 
would look like now, what he 
would be like. 

At 10:20 a.m. on Aug. 27, 
1969, Sgt. Sanford James Led- 
better died in a tank explo- 
sion near Phan Thiet in the 
Republic of Vietnam. He was 
20 and had been in Vietnam 
less than 24 days. 

“His friends that he went 
to school with and graduat- 
ed with, they’re grandpar- 
ents,” Dorothy says, almost 
in disbelief that 48 years have 
passed. “Sandy would be go- 
ing on 70 years old, and to 
try to think what he would 
... well, life just stops at that 
place.” 

Today, the nation honors 
its veterans, past and pres- 
ent. Dorothy’s son is among 


SANDRA WYMAN TYLER 


James Ledbetter’s Army photo 
is on his headstone. 


the 592 Arkansans and more 
than 58,000 Americans killed 
in action in the Vietnam War, 
according to “The Arkansas 
Vietnam War Project” re- 
cords at the Butler Center for 
Arkansas Studies, a depart- 


t place,’ mother says 


“Had | known I'd never 
see him again, | would 
have given him a hug 


and said our goodbyes.” 


DAVE JORGENSEN, James 
Ledbetter’s high school friend 
and Army buddy 


ment of the Central Arkansas 
Library System. 

Framed family photos, 
mostly 5-by-7s, line one wall 
of Dorothy’s immaculate 
kitchen in her home south 
of Fayetteville. One 8-by- 
10 stands out. It’s of Sandy, 
about 16, holding his toddler 
sister. 

Dorothy, 85, smiles and re- 
calls that by fifth grade Sandy 
had decided to go by James 
because he thought Sandy 
“sounded like a girl’s name.” 

In a bulging scrapbook 

See SOLDIER, Page 7A 


Middle East tensions 
over Lebanon intensify 
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BEIRUT — Lebanese of- 
ficials insisted Friday on the 
return home of Prime Min- 
ister Saad Hariri from Saudi 
Arabia, and the leader of the 
militant group Hezbollah 
said the Saudis had “declared 
war” on Lebanon by holding 
Hariri against his will. 

The U.S. added its voice 
to those urging that Hari- 
ri be allowed to return to 
Lebanon. A political crisis 
has gripped the country and 


shattered the relative peace 
maintained by its coalition 
government since his an- 
nouncement Nov. 4 from 
the Saudi capital that he was 
resigning. 

The announcement from 
the Saudi-aligned Hariri 
jolted Lebanon and thrust it 
back into the regional rival- 
ry between Saudi Arabia and 
Iran. The move and excep- 
tionally strong statements by 
the Saudis against Iran that 
followed have deepened the 
mystery about Hariri’s cur- 


See LEBANON, Page 2A 


Dorothy Ledbetter’s bulging scrapbook on James includes newspaper 
clippings, letters, photos of him and his friends, and a rubbing of 
James’ name on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall in Washington. 


